
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Flores
May 21, 1930 - November 22, 2024

Mary Flores 
 

Mary Flores, 94, passed away peacefully on November 22, 2024. A beloved 
 wife, mother, and grandmother, Mary, or “Gram”, will always be remembered

for her 
 love of family and her kind and giving spirit. 

 Born in Bakersfield, California, on May 21, 1930, to Hattie Smith and
Sebastian 

 Di Martini, Mary was a child of the Great Depression. She learned at a young
age to 

 appreciate the little things in life and not take any blessings for granted. One
of those 

 blessings was her family with four siblings, Josephine, Sam, Ann, and Vera
with whom 

 she had many adventures. 
 As the baby of the family, Mary experienced her life getting quieter as her

older 
 siblings began moving out and away for more adventures in other places. One

of 
 those places was the Central Coast of California which Mary fell in love with

and 
 convinced her mother to move to San Luis Obispo around 1942. She always 



described her new home as being the most beautiful valley surrounded by
mountains 

 and close to the ocean. Fortunately, Mary remained in this special town for the
rest of 

 her life only relocating briefly to Fresno and Shell Beach in the early 1950’s. 
 San Luis Obispo was her “home”. It was where she attended San Luis Obispo

High School and met her future husband, Charles Flores. It is where she
raised her 

 children. It is also where she attended church at Old Mission San Luis Obispo
and 

 witnessed the many baptisms and weddings of her four children, seven
grandchildren, 

 and ten great-grandchildren. She loved her life in San Luis! 
 Being fortunate enough to have most of her family remain in San Luis County

for 
 all of her life, Mary never missed an opportunity to host holiday meals and

birthday 
 parties. She was both generous and gracious in her time and energy spent

spoiling 
 everyone. She was known for her amazing culinary skills and loved both

cooking and 
 baking. Grandma Mary’s German chocolate cake is legendary along with her

holiday 
 press and sugar cookies. 

 When Mary wasn’t entertaining or caring for her family and other loved ones, 
 she found time to work as a salesclerk for Riley’s Department store in the

1960’s. By 
 the 1970’s and into the 1990’s, Mary found a place for her passion and talent

for 
 preparing and cooking meals for large groups. She became the Cafeteria

Supervisor at 



San Luis Obispo High School. Her work ethic was exemplary. 
 As if this wasn’t a busy enough life, Grandma Mary was there for her 

 grandchildren. She would pick them up from school and, before heading to
Gram’s 

 House, they might be spotted at Foster’s Freeze or Sunshine Donuts. She
always 

 found time to attend her grandchildren’s sports events, just as she had her
own 

 children’s back in the 60’s and 70’s. She really was the biggest fan! 
 

Mary was preceded in death by all of her siblings, her husband, Charles, and
her 

 eldest daughter, Joanne Ward. She is survived by her daughter and sons,
Nancy 

 Thorne (Tim), Charles Flores, and David Flores (Sherrie). Mary is also
survived by her 

 grandchildren, Kelly Palmieri (Jarret), Bryan Treanor (Brooke), Mary Paez,
Kevin Thorne 

 (Lauren), Alana Ybarra (Francisco), Matt Flores (Taylor), and Allie Flores
(Ben). She has 

 ten great-grandchildren and multiple nieces, and nephews. 
 A vigil in the form of a rosary will be held on Sunday, December 15, at 4:00

p.m. 
 at Reis Family Mortuary at 991 Nipomo Street, San Luis Obispo. A funeral

mass will be 
 held on Monday, December 16, at 10:00 at Old Mission San Luis Obispo at

751 Palm 
 Street. Burial, immediately following the service, will be at San Luis Cemetery

at 2 
 Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo. Reception will occur immediately after the



burial at 
 Old Mission Parish Hall at 751 Palm Street. 

 

Memorial contributions may be made to: 
 • Wilshire Hospice by visiting www.wilshirehcs.org/donate 

 • Alzheimer’s Association by visiting alz.org



Cemetery Details

San Luis Cemetery

2 Higuera St
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Previous Events

Rosary

DEC 15. 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM (PT)

Reis Family Mortuary and Crematory
991 Nipomo Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
(805) 544-7400
k.reis1958@gmail.com
https://www.reisfamilymortuary.net/

Mass

DEC 16. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (PT)

Old Mission Catholic Church
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Graveside

DEC 16. 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM (PT)

San Luis Cemetery-Mausoleum
2 Higuera
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

mailto:k.reis1958@gmail.com
https://www.reisfamilymortuary.net/
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Beth ODill - February 10, 2025 at 12:51 PM

My Condolences to Mary's Family, 
  

Mary and Charlie were best friends of my Parents, Vivian and Leon
Hochstetler. Mary was also my Godmother. I spent lots of time with
her growing up, and will always cherish those memories! I'm sure
they are all reunited now, and having a blast together! 

  
Love, Beth Hochstetler O'Dill

DeeDee, Katie and Michael Perry - December 13, 2024 at
03:19 PM

DeeDee, Katie and Michael Perry purchased the
Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of Mrs.
Mary Elizabeth Flores.

Thomas Tway - December 08, 2024 at 02:27 PM

Condolences to Charlie, David, and Nancy and her grandchildren
and Great grandchildren ... Mary had a Beautiful Heart and was so
sweet and kind to everyone she met !!! I know that every one of her
family members Loved her very much and she Loved her whole
family from here to the Moon !!! She started many traditions that I'm
sure the family will continue throughout the future ... She's now in
Heaven with her oldest child JoAnne and they are watching over the
rest of the family ... Mary had "No Strangers" she liked everyone
and everyone liked her ... she will be missed dearly !!!

https://www.reisfamilymortuary.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reisfamilymortuary.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Nancy Thorne - December 09, 2024 at 09:18 PM

Thank you, Tom, for your kind words about our mom and grandma.
The family really appreciates your sentiments.

Ronald Barba - December 07, 2024 at 10:52 PM

My sincere condolences to the Flores family. I remember Mary
being so involved with all of her children’s sports and activities.
Such a great family.  Ron Barba

NT

Nancy Thorne - December 09, 2024 at 09:16 PM

Yes, Ron, she was a very involved mom and grandma! How blessed
we were to have her in our lives and now in our loving memories.
Thanks for your support.

Marilyn Spoeneman - December 07, 2024 at 08:41 AM

Mary was such a beautiful soul and always so kind to everyone. We
knew the entire family from the time we took her daughter Nancy to
kindergarten and throughout the years. 

 I will cherish my memories of her and send my love to her precious
family. 
 
Love to all of you always, 

  
Marilyn Gibbons Spoeneman

NT

Nancy Thorne - December 09, 2024 at 09:20 PM

Thank you, Marilyn, for your lovely remembrances of Mom and our
family. We felt the same way about you and your family. Weren’t we
lucky?!


