
Daniel Joseph Connors
February 6, 1942 - April 28, 2019

Daniel Joseph Conners 1942-2019 Daniel J. Conners, 77, of San Luis Obispo,
CA, passed away peacefully on April 28th, in the presence of loved ones, at
French Hospital Medical Center in San Luis Obispo, CA. Dan is survived by
his wife Kathleen, son Daniel (Shawna) Conners, Jr., of Hidden Valley Lake,
CA, daughter Laura (Eliseo) Ibarra of Kersey, CO, grandchildren Kelsey
Conners, Anthony Ibarra and Anna Ibarra. He will be missed dearly by his
family, including Kathleen's son Nathan, daughter Kelly and her grandchildren,
Michelle and Logan, Dan Jr.'s stepson Travis, as well as many nieces and
nephews from the Conners family. He was preceded in death by his parents
Robert and Zona Conners, brothers Bob and Tom, and sister Mary Ann. Born
February 6, 1942 in Clearfield, PA to Robert and Zona Conners, Dan was the
youngest of three boys and third of four children. Raised in St. Mary's, PA, he
was a three-sport star at St. Mary's Area High School and was named a High
School All-American after his Senior season, having led the Flying Dutch to
undefeated seasons in 1957-58. Dan's achievements on the field earned him
a football scholarship to the University of Miami (FL), where he starred at
defensive tackle for the Hurricanes. He was named All-American following his
senior season in 1963 and was inducted into the University of Miami Sports
Hall of Fame in 1977. Following his graduation from Miami, Dan was drafted
by both the Chicago Bears of the NFL and the Oakland Raiders of the newly
formed AFL. He signed with Oakland and began an illustrious 11 year career
as a middle linebacker with the Raiders. In 1967 Dan helped the Raiders win



the first title in franchise history in the AFL Championship Game. The
following year he started at middle linebacker against the Green Bay Packers
in Super Bowl II. During his career he played in 141 games, with 88 starts,
and recovered 16 fumbles, 2 of which were returned for touchdowns. Dan was
a three-time AFL all-star (1967, 1968 & 1969) and holds the Raider record for
career interceptions by a linebacker with 15, returning 3 of those for
touchdowns. After retiring as a player following the 1974 season, Dan stayed
in football, with stints on the coaching staff of the San Francisco 49ers and
scouting department for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers before returning to the
Raiders as a scout. In all he spent over 25 years in the Raiders organization,
most of which he spent living in nearby Pleasanton, CA. In 1989 Dan moved
to San Luis Obispo, CA. He met Kathleen in 1990 and they were married in
1996. In 1990 Dan bought Bull's Tavern, a local downtown favorite, then in
1992, along with his business partner Tim Williams, purchased nearby
McCarthy's Irish Pub. Dan eventually retired from the Raiders in 1999 and
enjoyed spending his days working out at the Avila Bay Athletic Club and
seeing friends at the San Luis Obispo Elks Lodge. He will be missed dearly by
his family, friends and all whose lives he touched. Arrangements are under the
direction of Reis Family Mortuary in San Luis Obispo, CA. Funeral service will
be held on Friday May 10th at 2PM at the Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa.
A celebration of life will be held at a later date and time.
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Fernando Romero - May 04, 2019 at 12:06 AM

Dear Conners family, 
Sorry for your loss. Dan Conners made an unexpected impact in my
life as a kid. A small detail from a former player to a kid miles away
in another country, generated a series of fortunate events that
marked my life forever. He is in my memories. 
FR

Dick Williams - May 03, 2019 at 09:35 PM

As a kid growing up in St. Marys, PA (in Steeler country) I
remember being asked by outsiders why I was a Raider fan? "Easy
- Dan Connors is from St. Marys and he's an Oakland Raider!" 
 
I remember the Raider decal on the glass door of his Mom's
restaurant in downtown St Marys. 
 
And a great memory is for Christmas one year I received football
pajamas - and the number on the pj jersey top? You guessed it -
number 55! 
 
My condolences and may Dan Rest In Peace.


